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As for Me and My House 

By Al Felder 

“14Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and truth: and put away the gods 

which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. 
15And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether 

the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 

24:14, 15) 

 Joshua lived a long life of faithful service unto God.  He had seen firsthand the plagues 

that God brought upon Egypt.  He left Egypt with the rest of Israel and walked through the Red 

Sea.  He was a faithful servant unto Moses who always stood for what was right, and he was 

one of the spies who urged Israel to take the land as God commanded. 

 For his faithful service, God rewarded Joshua by allowing him to lead the children of 

Israel into the Promised Land.  With his leadership, Israel completed conquest after conquest.  

After the land had been secured, Joshua gave his final address unto Israel.  He knew that there 

were going to be difficult times ahead, and that the only way for Israel to be successful was for 

the family to be strong in its commitment unto God. 

 Today the Church faces many challenges, and just like Israel of old the only way for it to 

be successful is for the family to be committed unto God.  Fathers and mothers must fulfill their 

role according to Gods word, and train their children to do the same.  We have before us the 

same choice that Joshua presented to the children of Israel.  Will we, like him, say, “As for me 

and my house, we will serve the Lord?”  

 After God had completed all of His wonderful works of creation He ordained that men 

and women should marry.  “6But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and 

female. 7For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife. 8And 

they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 9What therefore 

God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” (Mark 10:6-9)  Long before there was a 

state or a man-made government, God sanctioned marriage.  Through this act God made the 

family unit the most important component of any society.  The family is also the most 

important component of the Church. 

 There are many patterns that God has given within His word.  He gave Israel a pattern 

for being a nation.  He has also given the Church a pattern to follow.  Before any of these, 

however, God made a pattern for the family.  As members of the body of Christ we must make 

sure that we are abiding by that pattern. 

 God designed marriage for His glory.  “31For this cause shall a man leave his father and 

mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32This is a great 
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mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” (Eph. 5:31, 32)  Marriage, as designed 

by God, is to represent the relationship that exists between Christ and His Church.   

 The highest meaning and the most ultimate purpose of marriage is to put the covenant 

relationship of Christ and His Church on display.  “24Therefore as the church is subject unto 

Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 25Husbands, love your wives even 

as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself or it.” (Eph. 5:24, 25)  The wife represents the 

Church in the relationship and the husband represents Christ in the relationship.  Just as the 

Church gladly submits unto Christ, the wife is to gladly submit unto her husband.  Wives do you 

place aside your own desires, ambitions, or preferences for your husband?  Do you live your life 

for him?  Likewise, just as Christ gave His life for the Church, the husband is to give his life for 

his wife.  Most men could probably envision themselves dying for their wife if the situation 

called for it, but what about the small every day events of life.  Men, do you die to self for your 

wife?  Do you place aside your own desires, ambitions, or preferences for the benefit of your 

wife?  Doing so brings glory and honor unto God.   

 When a man and woman marry, they are covenanting before God to become one flesh.  

They are promising to permanently join their lives with one another in the most comprehensive 

way possible.  The statement “one flesh” means that their lives are to be woven together.  The 

husband and wife are bonded together into a relational oneness.  It is a total sharing of ideas, 

beliefs, joys, difficulties, triumphs, failures, possessions, and bodies. 

 In this new relationship the Bible states that they are to cleave to one another.  The 

Hebrew word “cleave” means to pursue hard (like a continual pressing), it is a firmly joined 

state.1  It is a permanent and abiding union.  Only the pursuit of God is to be greater than a 

husband and wife’s pursuit of one another. 

Husbands should seriously consider the picture they are painting for a watching world.  

In your relationship with your wife, are you portraying Christ’s love and leadership to the 

Church?  If you are not, God expects you to.  In fulfilling his role within the home, a husband is 

to reflect Christ in His relationship with the Church.  This is a high calling!  When a husband fails 

in his role, he fails to represent the Lord’s love for the Church.  He mars the image of Christ in a 

way in which his wife cannot because he is Christ’s authority in the home. 

 The standard that has been set by Christ for husbands is high.  Even though the Church 

is not always what she should be, Christ’s headship is perfect.  It is always proper and right.  It is 

always wise, and it embodies all that God has commanded.  Christ has given all for the benefit 

of the Church.  A husband is to follow this example in his headship of his wife. 

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 104. 
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 In this picture we find that the wife does what God designed her to do.  I find it very 

interesting that during creation God looked at everything that He made and said, “It is good.”  

There is only one thing to which God said, “It is not good.”  “And the Lord God said, It is not 

good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.”  (Genesis 2:18)  God 

made the woman to be a helper who is meet for the man.  She uses all of her gifts and her 

abilities to help her husband.  She contributes her ideas and suggestions.  She offers her 

wisdom and insight.  She prays and encourages.  She does these things not in an attempt to 

lead, but in order to help and support her husband in his leadership.  When a difference of 

opinion does arise, she doesn’t seek to manipulate her husband in order to get her way.  

Instead, she submits by following his lead. 

 The marriage relationship as God intended it should serve to bring each partner closer 

to Him.  It provides the greatest potential for self-denial and obedience to the relationship 

principals of God’s word.  “4Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the 

things of others. 5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 2:4, 5)  Christ has 

set the ultimate example of how we are to treat one another and there is no better way for us 

to follow His example than to treat our spouse according to His teachings. 

 Eventually, children may be born into this union.  God told the children of Israel the 

pattern He expected them to follow.  “6And these words, which I command thee this day, shall 

be in thine heart: 7And thou shalt teach them diligently unto they children, and shalt talk of 

them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest 

down, and when thou risest up. 8And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they 

shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 9And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, 

and on thy gates.” (Deut. 6:6-9)  Children are to be taught the word of God.  This teaching is not 

to be half-hearted or neglected.  Instead, the Bible states that it is to be done diligently.  In 

other words, the teaching is to be done with care and persistence.  Both the father and the 

mother have a role to play in this process. 

 God has placed the father as the spiritual head of the house.  A very sobering fact for us 

as fathers is the realization that our children’s first image of God will be derived from us.  “If ye 

then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 

Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?”  (Matt. 7:11)  Just as Christ 

helped His hearers understand God by using the image of the human father, your children’s 

first thoughts of God will be drawn from what they see in you. 

 The father is responsible for the direction of his family.  “And, ye fathers, provoke not 

your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (Eph. 6:4)  

The father is the authority figure within the home, as such; he is to be very careful in the way 

that he conducts himself.  If a father is harsh and critical towards his children they will resent 

him.  Also, if the father is absent the children will have no authority figure to look up to.  The 

end result of either scenario will be that children will not have the proper respect for authority 

and ultimately the proper respect for God.  The way that we as fathers conduct ourselves 
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within our God given role has everything to do with how our children will respond to God’s 

authority.  This, I believe, is the ultimate point to this passage of scripture and a very strong 

reason why diligent dads are so desperately needed. 

 As we begin to discuss the importance of mothers, we must give meaning to the role 

that she is to have within the home.  “I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear 

children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.” (1 

Timothy 5:14)  Within the instructions given by Paul to Titus, we read that the older women are 

to teach the younger women to be “keepers at home.” (Titus 2:5)  What do these two passages 

command that women should do or be in regards to their role? 

 In the first passage we read that the woman is to guide the house.  It literally means that 

she is to have management or direction over household affairs.2  The second passage states 

that she is to be a keeper at home.  This phrase is actually the combination of the Greek word 

for “home” and the word for “to work.”  Together these words describe someone who guards 

or is a keeper of the household.3 

 Now the Bible does not say that the woman is not allowed to work outside of the four 

walls of her house; nor does it forbid her to receive wages for her work.  Consider the virtuous 

woman discussed in the book of Proverbs.  “Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far 

above rubies.” (Proverbs 31:10)  The remainder of the chapter describes to us a woman who 

helped her husband; cared for her children; completed chores; supervised servants; oversaw 

land; invested money; bought, sold, and traded goods.  Her world revolved around her home, 

and she experienced satisfaction in a job well done. 

 A woman who is willing to place the home above any personal desires or ambitions she 

may have is a rarity in our society today.  In fact the idea is so repulsive to many that those 

women who do decide to devote their talents strictly to the home are looked at as inferior.  

Make no mistake about it, however, God’s will is for a mother to put the home above 

everything else in this world. 

 The best thing that we as parents can do for our children is give them our undivided 

attention.  Take time from your schedule.  Turn off the television, cell phone, and computer; 

whatever occupies your time, and spend it with your kids.  We need to give our children a solid 

foundation of Biblical teaching.  The Bible is to be the central starting point around which all of 

our beliefs and convictions must revolve.  If we don’t transmit our knowledge of God to the 

next generation, it will be lost. 

                                                           
2 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 285. 
 
3 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 309. 
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 Of all the patterns that God has given in His word for the family, I believe that one that 

we have neglected the most is the pattern of helping our children find a godly spouse.  

Unfortunately, more than any other area, the Church is becoming indistinguishable from the 

world when it comes to the process of selecting a mate.  The world’s method has led to sexual 

activity before marriage, and infidelity and divorce after marriage.  If we continue to follow the 

same pattern as the world we will suffer the same consequences.  There will be immeasurable 

pain and great consequences brought to the body of Christ if we do not correct our course in 

this area. 

 What is the contrast between these two approaches to relationships and dating?  

Modern dating is initiated by either the young man or woman, it is conducted outside of the 

oversight or authority of their families, and it may or may not have marriage as its goal.   This is 

quite different from the principals we find within the word of God.  In God’s word the 

relationship between a young man and woman begins with the young man approaching the 

young woman by going to her father first.  The relationship is conducted under the oversight 

and authority of their parents, and marriage is always its goal. 

 As parents we should give our children valuable insight on any possible suitors.  Our role 

is to guide our children with Biblical insight as they go through this important process.  Of 

course, this requires for the parent-child relationship to be strong, and cultivated to the point 

that our children respect and honor our judgment and wisdom.   

 The modern dating practices are really centered on fulfilling the flesh here and now, 

rather than seeking God’s best latter.  Today elementary and middle school boys and girls date 

just to have a good time or for a thrill.  “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be 

burned?” (Prov. 6:27)  Young people, when you date just for fun or so you can have something 

to do, you are playing with fire.  Such an approach to dating serves the flesh, and will awaken 

passions within you that should not be awakened prior to marriage. 

 The Bible teaches that God should be the main focus at this point in your life.  

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 

years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.” (Ecc. 12:1)  Before you 

pursue a relationship with another person, pursue a relationship with God.  Learn of Him and 

His ways.  Obey His word, and make Him Lord of your life. 

 Don’t ever fail to realize the value of using your single years for the kingdom of God.  

“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in 

conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Tim. 4:12)  With youth comes energy and 

time.  That’s energy and time you could be devoting to the Lord.  Right now, you are 

establishing pattern’s that will have a great impact on the rest of your life.   

 Take advantage of your youth, and learn about God.  Dedicate and devote yourself to 

serving Him and putting Him first.  Before you seek a relationship, learn what the Bible teaches 

about being a man or woman.  Learn what your responsibilities will be as a husband or wife, or 
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as a father and mother.  If you do this, what you will experience later in life will be far better 

following God’s way than what you will experience now following the world’s way. 

 When the time does come for you to select a spouse I believe that God has spoken very 

decisively in His word about this matter.  Young men, there are some things a woman simply 

must be before she is qualified to assume the role of a wife and mother.  Now this is not an 

exhaustive list by far, but there are four characteristics that a young woman must possess in 

order to be suitable for a young man.  She must be a Christian, she must spend her single years 

devoted to serving God and learning His ways, she must respect Biblical leadership, and she 

must be willing to make the home a priority in her life.  A woman who does not possess – or at 

least show signs of developing – these characteristics does not meet the basic job description 

laid down for wives in the Bible. 

Likewise, young women, there are some things a man simply must be before he is 

qualified to assume the role of a husband and father.  He must be a Christian, he must be 

committed to Biblical leadership, he must be a protector, and he must be a provider.  A man 

who does not possess – or at least show signs of developing – these characteristics does not 

meet the basic job description laid down for husbands in the Bible.   

What happens when we fail to follow the pattern that God has set for the family in His 

word?  Well, Israel of old answered that question for us.  Joshua died at the age of 110.  Then, 

the next generation of leaders died as well.  After that, we read one of the most sobering 

passages of scripture in all the Bible.  “And also all that generation were gathered unto their 

fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the 

works which he had done for Israel.”  (Judges 2:10)  Three generations, three generations 

counting Joshua’s was all that it took for Israel to lose her knowledge of God.  How long do you 

think it will take the Church to suffer the same fate if we don’t have the same conviction as 

Joshua and say, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  


