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Every Jot and Tittle 

By Al Felder 

“17Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but 

to fulfill. 18For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 

wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (Matthew 5:17, 18)  

 Regardless of one’s personal beliefs, all mankind has a desire to know and understand 

the origin of man.  In the attempt to answer this question evidence is sought that proves how 

we as humans came to be.  Evidence is something that is very important.  We need evidence in 

order to believe and seeking evidence is exactly what we are going to do. 

 As Christians, we believe that God created everything that exists.  We also believe that 

God has communicated to man.  This communication is in the form of a book we call the Bible.  

If the Bible truly is from God we would expect it to be without error.  It’s going to be our goal to 

examine the Bible in order to understand the claims that it makes about itself.  We will entitle 

our remarks “Every Jot and Tittle.” 

 In the beginning God communicated directly with man.  “And the Lord God called unto 

Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9)  This was a method that God chose to 

use for quite some time.  From creation till the time of the exodus God spoke directly with the 

patriarch of the family who served as the family priest.  We can read of this 2,500 year time 

period in the Bible and learn of God’s dealings with men such as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 With the exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt, God saw fit to have His will written 

down in a collection of documents known as the Bible.  It is truly amazing to think about how 

the Bible came to be.  God began around 1,500 B.C. by using Moses to write down portions of 

His will and He concluded around 100 A.D. when He used John to write the last book of the 

Bible.   

Over a 1,600 year period of time God used 40 men to write His word.  These men came 

from all different walks of life.  Among these men you will find kings, rulers, tax collectors, 

doctors, farmers, shepherds, and fishermen.  Some were well educated and others were not.  

Some were wealthy and others were poor.  In all they wrote 39 books we call the Old 

Testament and 27 books we call the New Testament.  Although the Bible is a collection of 66 

books written by different men over a long period of time it reads like one story. 

The process that God used to complete this task is called inspiration.  “All scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
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instruction in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16)  The word inspiration means God-breathed.1  

This term points out the fact that the word’s contained in the Bible are God’s and not man’s. 

Consider the instructions that Paul gave just three verses later.  “Preach the word; be 

instant in season, out of season; reprove rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” (2 

Timothy 4:2)  Why is preaching this word so important?  It is important because it is God’s 

word.  As you read the Bible you will find a statement similar to “the Lord said” or “the word of 

the Lord” 2,700 times.  The Bible is 1,300 pages long, therefore, it claims to be the word of God 

two times per page. 

In one of his inspired writings, Peter refers to the transfiguration of Christ when God 

literally spoke from heaven directly to Peter, James, and John (Matthew 17). 

“16For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received from 

God the Father honor and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, 

This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18And this voice which came from heaven we 

heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 

whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 

dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture 

is of any private interpretation. 21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 

holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:16-21) 

On this occasion these three apostles heard the booming voice of God from heaven.  He told 

them that Jesus is His beloved Son, and that man is commanded to listen to Him.  Peter 

references this event to get across the point that the Scriptures provided by the prophets are 

just as certain and just as authoritative as the voice of God that spoke on the mount of 

transfiguration. 

 Peter goes on to explain that the Scriptures were not of any “private interpretation.”  In 

other words, they did not originate within the minds of those who wrote them.  He goes on to 

say that, “holy men spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”  The word moved means 

born, brought, or carried.2  The Holy Spirit, in essence, picked up the writers in their thinking 

and brought them along to the very words of His choosing. 

 Paul too makes mention of the fact that the Scriptures came from God and not man.  

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 328. 
 
2 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 420. 
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“7But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained 

before the world unto our glory: 8Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they 

known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, 

nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 

for them that love him. 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth 

all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the 

spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 
12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might 

know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13Which things also we speak, not in the words 

which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 

with spiritual.” (1 Corinthians 2:7-13) 

Paul is referring to the inspired writers of the New Testament.  Their message was the 

revelation of a great mystery.  That mystery was the plan of redemption through the death of 

Jesus on the cross.  Regardless of whether or not a person was a witness to the crucifixion of 

Jesus or they simply heard about it; the true significance of what happened that day would be 

missed without God’s revelation.  Without the aid of divine revelation, the human mind simply 

could not comprehend what God accomplished through the cross.  Through the cross God paid 

the penalty for man’s sins by dying in his place.  Through the cross we can have forgiveness of 

sins, redemption, reconciliation, and the kingdom of Christ now and forever. 

This great mystery was revealed to men by the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit guided the 

apostles and caused them to understand the significance of Jesus death on the cross.  Paul says, 

“The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”  The word search means to make 

a thorough investigation and it indicates a continual action.3  The point that the apostle is 

making is that it is all here.  Everything that God intended to reveal to man about the plan of 

redemption is contained within the Bible. 

It was the task of Paul as well as the other apostles to take the knowledge of this 

precious truth and communicate it to the rest of mankind.  This they did, “Not in the words 

which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth.”  The apostles spoke and 

wrote the mind of God.  The Holy Spirit guided them in this process.  He was not only the 

source of their thoughts, He was the source of the very words that they used.   

This inspiration was the promise that Christ made to His disciples.  “But the Comforter, 

which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 

and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” (John 14:26)  Each 

writer had his own personality and style of writing.  Yet, God used the talents and abilities of 

                                                           
3 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 554. 
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these men to write the original manuscripts while at the same time ensuring that the words 

were His and without error. 

Jesus Himself taught this very idea regarding Scripture.  I want you to consider once 

again the words of our opening text.  “17Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 18For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 

earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (Matthew 

5:17, 18)  In one statement Jesus endorsed the entirety of the Old Testament.  The jot was the 

smallest Hebrew letter.  The Greek word is iota.  The tittle was a tiny stroke on certain Hebrew 

letters.  This phrase is equivalent to our saying of dotting the i’s and crossing the t’s.  By making 

this statement Jesus affirmed the accuracy of the minutest detail in the Old Testament.  

The Bible is so reliable that New Testament authors referred to the very tense of a verb 

or number of a noun.  “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, 

And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” (Galatians 3:16)  In 

this verse Paul makes reference to the promise given by God to Abraham in Genesis 22:18.  The 

whole force of his argument rested on the number of the noun (singular, as opposed to plural).  

Paul used this to show that Jesus is the promised seed. 

From beginning to end, the Bible reveals that the Creator of everything and everyone 

that exists is truthful.  “That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, 

we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 

before us.” (Hebrews 6:18)  God’s words are true.  His law is true.  His commands are true.  His 

judgments are true.  His works are true.  He literally embodies truth. 

Since God is true, His word must be true.  As we have pointed out, the Bible claims to be 

the word of God.  If it truly is God’s word, then it follows that, in its original form, the Bible is 

perfect.  The scriptures cannot err if they are truly from God.  Based upon the claims that the 

Bible makes of itself one must either believe that it is the word of God without error in its 

original form or that it is a lie from the minds of man.  It cannot be both. 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 


