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How God Answers Prayer 

By Al Felder 

“1Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious 

faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Christ: 2Grace and peace be 

multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3according as his 

divine powers hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4Whereby are given unto us exceeding 

great and precious promises: that by these things ye might be partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  (2 Peter 1:1-4) 

 God favors His children with blessings that He does not bestow upon those who are 

outside of Christ.  In the passage before us, it is stated that He has given His people great and 

precious promises.  Prayer is certainly one of the great blessings that God has given those who 

are in Christ.  

 How does God answer the prayers of His people?  This is a question that raises our 

curiosity and gets our attention.  There is only one place that we can turn to for the answer to 

this question, and that is God’s word.  Through a careful study of the word of God we can get a 

general sense of how God answers prayer. 

 Many people today believe that God answers prayer by the use of miracles.  In fact, it 

would appear that some hold the belief that the only way God can answer prayer is through the 

use of miracles.  Any favorable event that may transpire in a person’s life is quickly labeled as a 

miracle.  If a loved-one recovers from a serious illness, or a person receives a job they wanted; 

God has worked a miracle.  This position asserts that God works miracles every day. 

 First of all, we need to understand from the word of God what constitutes a miracle.  A 

miracle is when God works directly in a way that is above natural law.  For example, while Mary 

was still a virgin she was found with child.  “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 

When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 

with child of the Holy Ghost.”  (Matthew 1:18)  On this occasion, God superseded natural law.  

Jesus was not conceived the way the other men are conceived.  God worked directly above 

natural law to bring about something that otherwise would have been impossible.   

 Throughout the Bible we can read of instances when God used miracles to accomplish 

His purpose.  One such time was the creation.  “In the beginning God created the heaven and 

the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)  The word create in this passage of scripture means to make 

something that did not previously exist.1  Prior to creation absolutely nothing existed except for 

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 51. 
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God.  “For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.”  (Psalm 33:9)  In this 

verse, the Bible teaches us that God literally spoke all things into existence. 

 After God worked directly in order to bring all things into existence, He set up a system 

by which they operate.  “He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going down.”  

(Psalm 104:19)  We refer to this system as the laws of nature.  This was designed by God to 

regulate the normal occurrences of nature such of the changing of the seasons and the setting 

of the sun.  Things that occur as a result of this natural order are not miracles. 

 God has also employed miracles during times of revelation.   

“15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16He 

that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17And 

these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 

with new tongues; 18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 

hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”  (Mark 16:15-18) 

Every time that God has given new revelation, He has accompanied it with miracles.  This is true 

of revelation that was given in the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. 

 The scriptures clearly point out God’s reasoning for doing things in this manner.  “And 

they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 

word with signs following. Amen.”  (Mark 16:20)  Anyone can claim to have a new revelation 

from God.  In fact, there are still men today who claim to be inspired.  God used miracles in 

order to allow people to know who was inspired and who was fake.  It’s one thing to claim to 

speak for God, it’s another matter altogether when that claim can be backed up by performing 

a miracle.   

 Miracles are not used by God today because their purposes (creation and the 

confirmation of revelation) are no longer needed.  “30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31But these are written, that ye 

might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 

through his name.”  (John 20:30, 31)  God has given us His word.  He expects us to read and 

study His word so that we may have faith.   

 The scriptures foretold that miracles would cease with the completion of God’s word. 

“8Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 

tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9For we know in 

part, and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 

part shall be done away.”  (1 Corinthians 13:8-10) 

We have already pointed out that God used miracles in order to confirm His word.  During the 

days that the New Testament scriptures were being completed, God gave men certain 

miraculous abilities in order to aid in the completion and confirmation of His word.  Those 
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miraculous abilities are what is being referred to in this passage of scripture as, “that which is in 

part.”  God’s completed word is referred to as, “that which is perfect.”  Once God completed 

His revelation there was no further need for these miraculous gifts, therefore, they ceased. 

 If God does not use miracles today to answer prayer, then how does He accomplish this 

task?  God has in the past, and still today, answered prayer by means of natural law.  In this 

way, God works indirectly through natural law in order to cause a certain result.  He may use 

one law against another in order to accomplish His desired end.  For example, I can hold a book 

in my hand.  If I were to release the book it would fall to the floor – the pull of gravity would 

draw it to the earth.  Yet, because I am holding it in my hand; I am preventing this from 

happening.  Am I by this action violating the laws of nature and thus performing a miracle?  No!  

I am, however, suspending one law by bringing into operation another law.  If I being a mere 

man can do this, imagine what God can do! 

 Consider the following example of answered prayer by means of natural law.  

“16Confess your faults one to another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. The 

effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17Elijah was a man subject to like 

passions as are we, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth 

by the space of three years and six months. 18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, 

and the earth brought forth her fruit.”  (James 5:16-18) 

Now I realize that many people read this passage and instantly think “miracle,” but let’s look at 

the facts.  Elijah prayed for the rain to cease, and a drought occurred.  Droughts happen all of 

the time and are a part of the natural laws that God has put into place.  It just so happens that 

in this instance, a drought occurred as a result of God working through natural law to answer 

prayer. 

 Likewise, when Elijah prayed again God worked through natural law to cause it to rain.   

“44And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out 

of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get 

thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 45And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the heaven 

was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to 

Jezebel.”  (1 Kings 18:44, 45) 

Did God answer Elijah’s prayer for rain?  Absolutely!  Did He perform a miracle in order to 

answer that prayer?  No.  On that day it rained that same way it does every day.  The only 

difference was that God worked through His natural laws to cause it to rain at that exact 

moment. 

 God answered Hannah’s prayer for a child by means of natural Law.  

“11And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of 

thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine 
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handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there shall 

no razor come upon his head. 19And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before 

the Lord, and returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; 

and the Lord remembered her. 20Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about 

after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I 

have asked him of the Lord.”  (1 Samuel 1:11, 19, 20) 

Hannah was barren, and unable to conceive a child.  She desperately wanted to have a son, and 

she prayed unto God.  Once again, many people would refer to this as a miracle, but God 

worked through the natural laws in order to answer Hannah’s prayer.  Samuel was born the 

same way that every other man has been born (with the exceptions of Adam, Eve, and Christ). 

 Finally, the Bible teaches us that God worked by means of natural law in order to 

answer the prayer of the Apostle Paul.  In this example, not only can we continue to learn of 

God’s use of natural law in order to answer prayer; we can also learn that God’s answer to our 

prayer may not be in the way that we expect or wish.  This is probably one of the most valuable 

lessons that a child of God can learn about how God answers prayer. 

 Paul prayed that he would be able to come unto the saints in Rome.  “9For God is my 

witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make 

mention of you always in my prayers; 10Making request, if by any means now at length I might 

have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.”  (Romans 1:9, 10)  Let’s 

examine the Bible in order to understand how God answered Paul’s prayer. 

 Paul returned to Jerusalem where he was arrested for allegedly defiling the temple.  

“Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men everywhere against the 

people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple and hath 

polluted this holy place.”  (Acts 21:28)  While in prison for this charge, the Lord appeared unto 

Paul and told him that he must bear witness at Rome.  “And the night following the Lord stood 

by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must 

thou bear witness also at Rome.”  (Acts 23:11)  In order to save his life from the Jewish mob, 

the Roman leaders had Paul taken to Caesarea by night.  “Then the soldiers, as it was 

commanded them, took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris.”  (Acts 23:31)  Paul 

remained in prison at Caesarea for two years.  “But after two years Porcius Festus came unto 

Felix room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound.”  (Acts 24:27)  At this 

point, Paul exercised his right as a Roman citizen and appealed unto Caesar.  “For if I be an 

offender, or have committed anything worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none 

of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto 

Caesar.”  (Acts 25:11)  In the early autumn of 60 AD, Paul was placed on a ship headed for 

Rome.  While in route, Paul and the others on the boat were shipwrecked.  They suffered many 

setbacks and it looked at times as if all was lost, but an angel appeared unto Paul and promised 

him that he would stand before Caesar in Rome.  “Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought 

before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail wit thee.”  (Acts 27:24)  The 
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following spring Paul arrived in Rome safe and sound.  “And when we came to Rome, the 

centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by 

himself with a soldier that kept him.”  (Acts 28:16)  After several years and many hardships, 

Paul’s prayer had been answered. 

 What an example of how God answers pray!  Apart from the Lord and an angel 

appearing unto Paul, everything that happened in these series of events happened according to 

the natural laws that God established to govern His creation.  Yet, the scriptures clearly point 

out that God was working through these events to bring Paul to Rome where he would be with 

the brethren and give witness to those of Caesar’s household. 

 There are some things that are simply beyond our human reasoning and understanding.  

Who would have known that God worked behind the scenes in Joseph’s life for the good of His 

people?  Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers and experienced many years of hardship.  

As an older man, however, Joseph was able to understand that God’s hand was guiding him 

along – preparing him for something greater. 

 The greatest of these mysteries was the death of Jesus for the sins of man.  “Which none 

of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord 

of glory.”  (I Corinthians 2:8)  No one, not even the angels suspected that God’s great plan of 

redemption for mankind would result in Jesus dying upon the cross. 

 God does not operate on our timeline of when we think things should happen.  Nor 

does he do things in the way that we think they should be done.  God’s wisdom far exceeds 

ours.  When He does act, however, we know from His word that what He does is best and for 

the good of His people always. 

 God, the author and creator of the universe is able to do many great and wonderful 

things.  “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that worketh in us.”  (Ephesians 3:20)  He who created the universe, 

knows how to make use of it for the benefit of His people.  Especially, when it comes to 

answering prayer.  

     

  

 

 

 

  


