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Leaving Egypt 

By Al Felder 

(1 Corinthians 10:1-11) 

 The Biblical account of Moses leading the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, 

while true and historical, has a deeper meaning for us today than just a mere knowledge of this 

event.  Within this event we learn of spiritual principals that are applicable for us today.  This 

whole process serves as a likeness to the Christian life.  Egypt represents the world, Pharaoh 

represents the devil, and Israel represents the Church.  Within this account we find a likeness of 

the Christian’s struggle to leave this world behind in order to be fully devoted to God while 

facing the constant pull of the world to compromise.  Today, we would like to consider this 

great example given to us by God through His word that we may be successful in leaving the 

world behind.  For just a little while we would like to consider the idea of “Leaving Egypt.” 

 God sent Moses and Aaron unto Pharaoh in order to ask that His people be allowed to 

leave, and go into the wilderness to worship Him.  “And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, 

and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a 

feast unto me in the wilderness.” (Exodus 5:1)  At first, Pharaoh very defiantly refused to let the 

Israelites go.  “And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I 

know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.” (Exodus 5:2) As time passed, however, God 

brought plague after plague upon Pharaoh and Egypt.  As a result of these plagues, Pharaoh 

began to make proposals to Moses.  These proposals were really nothing more than 

compromises that Pharaoh was trying to get Moses to make.  They were proposals that would 

have ultimately lead the children of Israel away from God, and they are the same proposals that 

the devil tries to get us to make today.  Lest we fall victim to these compromising proposals, let 

us consider them at this time. 

 The first proposal that Pharaoh made to Moses was that the children of Israel sacrifice 

unto God in the land of Egypt.  “And pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Go ye, 

Sacrifice to your God in the land.” (Exodus 8:25)  As we read Moses’ response we realize that 

this plan would never do.  “And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the 

abomination of the Egyptians to the Lord our God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the 

Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us?” (Exodus 8:26)  The sacrifice required by 

the Lord was offensive to the Egyptians.  If the Israelites remained in the land and sacrificed 

unto God there, it would have brought condemnation upon them.  With that being said, there 

are a couple of thoughts worthy of our consideration in regards to the idea of worship.   

 There is a very common misunderstanding today as to what constitutes worship.  Many 

people view worship as a never ending process.  In other words, everything that a person does 

in life is considered worship unto God.  According to this thought process, it doesn’t matter 
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what a person does in worship unto God.  This belief is the result of a misunderstanding in 

regards to what the Bible teaches concerning worship. 

 The word worship means to honor and give respect.1  As we read the Bible, we find that 

contrary to popular belief, worship has always been something that God has required of man.  

We also find that it is a specific action that God has authorized in order for man to express his 

reverence towards Him.  It is a specific act commanded by God that must be performed 

according to His instructions and with the right attitude.  Not only can this be seen in the 

discourse between Moses and Pharaoh, it can be seen in the commands given within the New 

Testament as well. 

 Under the New Covenant, we find that God has commanded certain acts for His people 

to perform in order to worship Him.  One of those acts that we read about in the New 

Testament is the observance of the Lord’s Supper.  “And upon the first day of the week, when 

the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the 

morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.” (Acts 20:7)  The phrase “break bread” in this 

verse is a reference to the Lord’s Supper. 

 We find that the authorized day for the Lord’s Supper to be observed is the first day of 

the week, or Sunday as we refer to it today.  This is the day on which Jesus rose from the dead, 

and it is upon this day every week that God has commanded us to remember His sacrifice 

through the observance of His Supper.  There are further commands given to us in regards to 

how this act is to be carried out. 

 In 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 the Apostle Paul discusses the observance of the Lord’s 

Supper.  “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The 

bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16)  The 

word communion means joint participation or fellowship.2  This is not something that I do on 

my own.  It is something that I do once I have assembled myself with God’s people upon the 

first day of the week. 

 Furthermore, God has given instruction as to how this action is to be performed.  “24And 

when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take eat: this is my body, which is broken for 

you: this do in remembrance of me. 25After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 

supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:24, 25)  According to the commands given within the 

Bible this act of worship is to be performed with one loaf of unleavened bread and one cup 

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 686. 
 
2 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 115. 
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containing the fruit of the vine, or grape juice.  The bread represents the body of Christ, and the 

cup represents the New Covenant made possible by the blood of Christ. 

 Not only has God specified the day when we are to observe the Lord’s Supper, who we 

are to observe it with, and how we are to observe it; He has also given us the reason why.  

“26For as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come. 
29For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 

discerning the Lord’s body.” (1 Corinthians 11:26, 29)  In other words, the observance of the 

Lord’s Supper is an action by which we remember the Lord’s death.  We partake of it in an 

unworthily way by not remembering the sacrifice that He made on our behalf. 

 Despite these clear teachings from the Bible, there is a call to disobey God today just as 

Pharaoh tried to get the children of Israel to compromise.  We must remember, however, that 

to do anything other than what God commands is sin.  “1And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 

Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 

strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not. 2And there went out fire from the 

Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.” (Leviticus 10:1, 2)  This passage of 

scripture is just one of many that can be used to show that God has never accepted man’s 

worship when it is not done according to His commands. 

 It was not an option for Israel to remain in the land and sacrifice unto God.  “We will go 

three days journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the Lord our God, as he shall command 

us.” (Exodus 8:27)  There was no meeting place for God’s people in Egypt.  There was no 

tabernacle, no temple, and no altar.  In order for Israel to please God she could not worship 

Him by man’s standards, she had to submit to God’s commands. 

 Second, Pharaoh told Israel that they could go, but he didn’t want them to go too far.  

“And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness; 

only ye shall not go very far away.” (Exodus 8:28)  Pharaoh wanted to make sure that the 

children of Israel remained close enough for him to be able to control them. 

 Today, the world is content with a Christian who looks like them, talks like them, and 

acts like them.  The plea to remain close to Egypt is a plea to not be different.  Such behavior on 

the part of a child of God has never been pleasing unto God.  “Wherefore come out from among 

them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 

you.” (2 Corinthians 6:17)  God expects His people to abide by a higher standard than those in 

the world.  The life that we live is to be a stark contrast to the life of those in the world.  It is to 

be a bright light in a world of darkness that points unto God.   

 As we consider this point, three great young men come to mind who showed great 

faithfulness unto God.  Those young men are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  These young 

Jewish men were captives in the land of Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar.  Nebuchadnezzar 

was the most powerful man in the world, and Babylon was the most powerful kingdom in the 

world at that time.  
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 Nebuchadnezzar made a decree that when music was played, all of the people in the 

kingdom were to bow down and worship the golden image he had made.  Failure to obey this 

command would result in death by being burned in a fiery furnace.  No doubt many of the 

Lord’s people were greatly tempted to be like the world on this occasion.  In reality, there were 

probably many Jews who bowed down to Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image that day, but we 

know there were at least three who didn’t. 

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down and Nebuchadnezzar was 

furious when he received news of their disobedience.  He demanded that they do as he 

commanded.  Their response is recorded for us.  “16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this 

matter. 17If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 

and he will deliver us out of thin hand, O king. 18But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that 

we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” (Daniel 3:16-

18)  These young men knew what God expected of them, and they were determined to remain 

faithful. 

 By their actions they brought glory unto God, and Nebuchadnezzar learned that day that 

there is a God.  This never would have been possible, however, if they had chosen to be like 

everyone else.  You will never be able to influence someone to obey God if you live the same 

kind of life that they do.  The more distance you put between yourself and the world, the more 

you will be able to make stands such as this one. 

 Third, Pharaoh tried to get the children of Israel to leave their children behind.  “10And 

he said unto them, Let the Lord be so with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to it; 

for evil is before you. 11Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve the Lord; for that ye did 

desire. And they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.” (Exodus 10:10, 11)  Pharaoh knew 

that just as long as he could keep the children in Egypt, Israel would remain in bondage to him. 

 Likewise, Satan knows that if our children remain in the world he can have his way with 

us.  Many parents get caught up in the world today with their children.  There are so many 

distractions today.  Many of these things are not sinful in and of themselves, but they can 

become sinful when they are placed before God. 

 The fact of the matter is that we can teach our children to be many things, but the most 

important thing is that we teach them to be a Christian.  “And, ye fathers, provoke not your 

children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)  

From an early age, it is our responsibility to teach our children about God.  Scriptures teach that 

if we make service unto God a priority in our child’s life, he or she will more than likely be 

faithful unto God. 

 Finally, Pharaoh tried to get the children of Israel to leave their livestock in Egypt.  “And 

Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the Lord; only let your flocks and your herds 



5 | P a g e  
 

be stayed: let your little ones also go with you.” (Exodus 10:24)  Basically, Pharaoh wanted the 

Israelites to leave their business in Egypt. 

 Satan is perfectly willing that you and I be as pious and prayerful as we can on Sunday, 

provided that we forget all about it on Monday.  “1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, which is 

your reasonable service. 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 

of God.” (Romans 12:1, 2)  God expects us to use all that we have for His glory, even our jobs.  

Whether we are the boss or an employee, the way that we conduct ourselves in business is a 

reflection on God.  Christians are not to do business the way that the world does business.  God 

has called us to a higher standard. 

 Moses’ response to Pharaoh lets us know the type of attitude we should have in our 

service to God.  “Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not a hoof be left behind; for 

thereof must we take to serve the Lord our God; and we know not with what we must serve the 

Lord, until we come thither.” (Exodus 10:26)  Everything that Israel possessed was going with 

them because that is what God required. 

 Today, we do not know what opportunities will present themselves.  We do not know 

who we may come in contact with from day to day.  One thing we can know for sure, however, 

is that if we leave behind our jobs or our possessions in our service to God we will not be 

prepared for those opportunities when they arise.  We never know what we must use from day 

to day.  “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to 

every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is within you with meekness and fear.” (1 

Peter 3:15)  We must be prepared, and the only way to do that is to give our all to God. 

 In closing, God is worthy of all that we have to offer.  “19What? Know ye not that your 

body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 

own? 20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 

which are God’s.” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)  A Christian must leave behind the world and its 

ways.  We must press forward and not look back.   

  

  

  

  


