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Living Outside of God’s Authority 

By Al Felder 

“23And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? And who 

gave thee this authority? 24And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one 

thing, which if ye tell me, I in likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The 

baptism of John, whence was it? From heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, 

saying, if we shall say, From heaven, he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? 26But 

if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 27And they answered 

Jesus and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do 

these things.” (Matt. 21:23-27) 

 Jesus identified that there are only two sources of authority: God or man.  Everything 

that we do is going to come from one of these two sources of authority.  We will do things 

under the authority of man or under the authority of God.  What we must realize, however, is 

that only one of these sources is a true source of authority.  With this in mind, I would like to 

discuss our everyday life and the concept of “Living Outside of God’s Authority.” 

 Typically, whenever we hear a sermon about authority it deals with issues such as our 

worship and how the business of the church should be conducted.  It is important for us to be 

able to know and understand what the Bible teaches on those subjects, but I would like to 

approach the subject of authority in a different way at this time.  I want us to think about God’s 

authority when it comes to our everyday life. 

 God is the creator of everything we see.  As creator He has full authority over everything 

He created.  That includes me, you, and the rest of mankind.  “Let us hear the conclusion of the 

whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” 

(Ecclesiastes 12:13)  If you are reading the King James translation you will notice that the word 

duty is italicized.  That is because that word was added by the translators in order to help the 

reader better understand the meaning.  In the Hebrew language all it really says is, “for this is 

the whole of man.” 

 Our primary responsibility is to fear God and keep His commands.  The word fear means 

to reverence or honor.1  This is it!  This is the conclusion of the whole matter!  In our daily lives 

we are to fear God and keep His commands.  Why?  “For God shall bring every work into 

judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ecclesiastes 

12:14)  Every single man and woman is going to stand before God one day and give an account 

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 80. 
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for everything that they have done.  Every work, whether it be good or bad, will be judged and 

our eternal destination will be decided. 

 The Bible is not only authoritative in matters of salvation and church doctrine; it is also 

authoritative in the daily life of the Christian.  Do you ever think about that?  From the time you 

wake up in the morning till the time you go to bed at night you are making decisions all day 

long.  You are doing things in your daily life, and everything you do is either under God’s 

authority or man’s authority.  As Christians, we want to make sure that we are operating under 

God’s authority. 

 Now, some people may say that this is nitpicking.  They may say that you’re taking 

things too far, but consider the views of Jesus when it came to His own actions.  “Then said 

Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and 

that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.” (John 8:28)  

Jesus based His actions on an authority higher than Himself, the Father.  “I can of mine own self 

do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the 

will of the Father which hath sent me.” (John 5:30)  Jesus sought to do the will of the Father. 

 Whenever we begin to question the need for authority in the things that we do, we 

need to stop and think about Jesus.  Jesus believed it was important to act based on a higher 

authority.  If the incarnate Word, the second member of the Godhead, came to this earth in the 

form of a man and refused to act without authority, why should I think I can? 

 When God created Adam and Eve, He created them with the freedom to choose 

between good and evil.  He gave them one command.  He told them not to eat of the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil.  Unfortunately, they chose to live outside of God’s authority, 

and what a horrible place that is.  “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” (Genesis 

3:7)  Once Adam and Eve disobeyed God they had experience with evil.  Their conscience let 

them know how wicked this was, and they were ashamed.  They made themselves aprons of fig 

leaves and hid themselves from God. 

 The clothes that they made were not sufficient.  “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the 

Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” (Genesis 3:21)  Although God made man with 

the ability to choose, the authority for him to make the distinction between good and evil is 

from without.  “There is a way which seemeth right unto man, but the end thereof are the ways 

of death.” (Proverbs 14:12)  God has set the standard for what is right and wrong, and we need 

His word to guide us into the way that we should go. 

 While we are at the story of Adam and Eve there is something that I would like to 

consider regarding God’s authority in our everyday life.  Clothes are authorized by God.  Also, as 

we can see from the text it is possible for us to live outside of God’s authority in the way that 

we dress.  Adam and Eve did not cover themselves sufficiently and God showed them what was 

proper. 
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 Adam and Eve became ashamed of their nakedness because of their guilt before God 

due to sin.  The shame of their nakedness was an outward reflection of an inward reality.  Their 

exterior bodies required a covering because their inward sin required a covering.  The reason 

we wear clothing is because our sins require a covering.  Our clothes are a constant reminder of 

the shame of sin before our Holy God.  Remember that the next time the world tries to tell you 

that less is more. 

 I imagine that by now some may be wondering how I can make sure that I am not living 

outside of God’s authority in everyday decisions that I make.  Is God’s word going to tell me 

which college I should attend?  Is it going to give me specifics to every little decision?  In order 

to answer these questions we need to understand the nature of God’s commands. 

 Consider God’s instructions to Noah regarding the ark. 

“14Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within 

and without with pitch. 15And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark 

shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 16A 

window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the 

ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.” 

(Genesis 6:14-16) 

God told Noah the type of wood to use, the size of the vessel, the construction plans and even 

the sealer to be used.  Noah did exactly what God told him to do.  If Noah decided to use pine 

instead of gopher wood he would have violated God’s command. 

 Now, Noah would not have violated God’s command if he used a hammer in putting 

together the wood, or a brush to apply the pitch.  When God told him to build the ark, the use 

of tools was implied in the command.  Every command of God creates boundaries.  A command 

limits our choices, but within the boundaries set by God we are allowed to make choices. 

 God, through His word, has set the boundaries for our daily life.  “According as his divine 

power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge 

of him that hath called us to glory and virtue.” (1 Peter 1:3)  The Bible is all encompassing and 

authoritative in regards to living the Christian life.  It directs every aspect of earthly life. 

 God has delegated authority within the home.  “For the husband is the head of the wife, 

even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body.” (Ephesians 5:23)  The 

husband is the head of the home and the wife is to submit unto him.  Their relationship is to be 

a reflection of the relationship that exists between Christ and the church.  “Children, obey your 

parents in the Lord: for this is right.” (Ephesians 6:1)  The children are to obey their parents.  

God has set the boundary for the family.  The decisions we make, the way that we live our life 

on a daily basis, should be within the bounds that God has set. 

 God has delegated authority within the church.  “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, 

and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church 
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of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” (Acts 20:28)  He has set the bounds for 

the type of leadership that should exist in the church.  “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 

against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou 

hast gained thy brother.” (Matthew 18:15)  God has set the bounds in regards to how we are to 

handle personal differences between ourselves. 

 God has even delegated authority to the civil governments of man.  “Let every soul be 

subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are 

ordained of God.” (Romans 13:1)  We are to obey the laws of the ruling authorities with one 

exception.  “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather 

than men.” (Acts 5:29)  If a command of man would cause us to violate a command of God, we 

must obey God.  In all of these areas God has set boundaries with the commands that He has 

given unto us.  They guide our life and keep us on the right path if we obey them.   

A major decision that many people struggle with is choosing the occupation that they 

will use to support their families.  For many people money is a major factor in making their 

decision.  “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 

have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 

6:10)  God, however, wants us to consider Him.  We study and examine the word of God in 

order to determine what careers are within the bounds that He has set.  What jobs are 

available that will not cause me to violate God’s word.  More importantly, what jobs will allow 

me to serve God to the best of my ability, and lead my family in His ways.  That’s what matters! 

When we obey the Gospel of Christ our new relationship with Christ is one of servitude.  

“17But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 

form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18Being then made free from sin, ye became the 

servants of righteousness.” (Romans 6:17, 18)  When we obey the Gospel we agree to submit 

ourselves totally to the authority of Christ.  A slave is not free to live his life any way that he 

chooses.  He may only do what his master authorizes. 

When Satan and the other angels rebelled against God, they rejected His authority.  

“And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved 

in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” (Jude 6)  They were 

not content to submit themselves unto God.  Satan convinced Adam and Eve to reject God’s 

authority and their rebellion was sin. 

Satan still seeks to get man to go against God’s authority. 

“1This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2For men shall be lovers of their 

own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy. 
3Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 

that are good. 4Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; 5Having 

a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 
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These verses are not talking about the world.  They are talking about God’s people who have 

gone astray.  The Bible says that they have “a form of godliness.”  That basically means that 

they give lip service to God.  They put on an appearance, but that’s all it is.  Through the life 

that they live day in and day out they deny God.   

It is interesting to note that the word power is the same one used to describe the word 

of God.  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 

to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16).  What is the 

power of godliness that these erring children of God deny?  It is the word of God.  They fail to 

allow it to direct their life, and live within the boundaries set by God. 

Do you have the proper respect for the authority of God?  It can be seen in your attitude 

towards His word.  “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.” (Colossians 3:16)  

Do you study it and let it guide your ways, or are you living outside of God’s authority? 

 

 

 

   

 

   


