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The Objection to Subjection! 

By Al Felder 

“Submitting yourselves to one another in the fear of God” (Eph. 5:22). 

 Submission is a concept that is almost altogether lost in our society.  If the idea is 

suggested and it involves people and civil government, it is oppression.  If it involves people of 

different genders, it is sexism.  If it involves people of different races, it is racism.  If it involves 

parents and children, it is abuse.  We could go on and on about the negative stereotypes that 

society has placed on the idea of submission.   

 The main problem is that we have a very individualistic attitude.  We want to do what 

we want, when we want, and no one can tell us anything different.  Our society teaches us to 

have the attitude that I am in control of my own life, and no one has the right to tell me 

anything. 

 There are times when members of the body of Christ begin to reject certain teachings 

from the word of God.  As societies around them begin to change, God’s people gradually begin 

to change as well and forsake certain commands that are viewed as outdated.  When such 

times occur the statement is often made that a heart problem exists.  Rebellion against 

authority is the heart of all sin.  “And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their 

own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the 

great day” (Jude 6).  The Devil and other angels first sinned by rejecting the role that God had 

given them.  They were not content with their lot and they rebelled against God’s authority. 

 Now I will be honest with you, I began this study because there were a lot of things 

about submission that I did not understand.  In saying that, I want to clarify that there are still a 

lot of things about submission that I need to learn.  My goal was to have a basic idea of 

submission because when I read a verse in the Bible such as the one that we started with, I was 

uncertain as to what it meant.  What does it mean for me to submit myself to another person?   

 The word submit means “to yield one’s person to the power of another, to give up 

resistance, to surrender.”1  It carries the idea that the person or body that submits is entirely 

distinct and separate from and in antagonism to the person or body to which it submits.  In 

other words, there is a relationship between two people or two bodies in which one side 

restrains its antagonism or opposition towards the other side.  This restraint is for the purpose 

of keeping the antagonistic feelings from growing into active resistance. 

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 607. 
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 Submission differs slightly from obedience.  I can obey someone, but not be in 

submission to that person.  Let me illustrate.  A child may obey his father, but he can have a 

look on his face that shows his dislike for the action.  Furthermore, a prisoner may obey the 

commands of the guards, but it does not mean that he is in submission to the guards.  To 

submit means to have the attitude of mind to subject one’s judgment and will to another.  To 

obey means to comply or carry out a command or request.  Submission not only requires the 

action, it requires the attitude as well.   

 There are a lot of people in the Church who obey God, but they do not submit to Him.  

Their outward actions may be right, but inwardly they have not yielded to Him.  As time goes 

by, however, their outward obedience will fade with each passing day.  They will cease to obey 

commands that they once obeyed because they have not submitted themselves unto God. 

 There are a number of relationships in the Bible in which we are commanded to be in 

subjection.  I do want to make clear that all of these relationships cannot be grouped together 

to mean the same thing.  In each relationship there are different variables that make them 

differ one from another.  That being said, I do believe that it is beneficial to look at and briefly 

talk about these different relationships. 

 In America, the political creed states that all men are created free and equal.  This is 

both politically and legally true of our society.  Every person must have the same rights before 

the law.  Man is alike in many spiritual matters as well.  The Bible states that all have sinned, 

and may be saved by the blood of Christ.  God is not a respecter of persons in such matters.  

But our society’s political creed is not true in other matters.  Men are not equal in talents, 

opportunities, or responsibilities.  Most of all, men are not equal in authority. 

 There’s the real kicker.  I don’t want anyone else to have more authority than me.  I 

want to have just as much authority as the next person.  I want to be in control of me.  I do not 

want to have to submit to someone else’s authority.  Every human spirit desires independence, 

does not want to be bossed, and does not want any ruler. 

 The Bible teaches that Christians are to submit unto whatever man made government 

that they may find themselves under.  “Let every soul be subject unto the powers. For there is 

no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God” (Romans 13:1).  It does not 

matter whether or not I like the government under which I live.  It does not matter if I think 

that I am a better person than any of the local authorities.  It doesn’t matter if I disagree with a 

certain law.  The fact of the matter is that all authority comes from God, and I am to submit 

unto whatever authority I am under.  The only exception that can be found in the Bible is if that 

authority figure tries to get me to disobey God.  “Then Peter and the other apostles answered 

and said, We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 
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 This is submission in its rawest form.  I am to submit unto the powers that be, not the 

powers that I prefer, not the powers that I believe best, but those that I am under.  This, 

according to the Bible, is the extent of my obligations to the man-made government under 

which I live.  As long as I submit to the ordinances of man that do not contradict the ordinances 

of God, I have filled my scriptural obligation to them. 

 As we move on to more personal relationships, we find that there is much more 

involved than just the basic idea of submission.  We are to be subject unto God and we are to 

also love Him with all of our soul, mind, and body.  The child is commanded to love the parent, 

the wife her husband, and all of the members of the Church are to have a care one for the 

other.  We are to be members one of another and labor together for the mutual benefit of all, 

and the advancement of God’s holy and divine kingdom.  We are to grow up in these 

relationships to a full-hearted participation, fellowship, and oneness with each other.   

 As Christians, we have a tendency to believe that, since all Christians are brothers and 

sisters in Christ, the distinctions between masters and servants have passed away.  “Servants, 

be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 

forward” (1 Peter 2:18).  We may not have a slave – master relationship in the sense that our 

brethren in the past had, but we do have an employee – boss relationship that applies to this 

verse.  While in that relationship I am to perform my duties to the best of my ability regardless 

of the type of person my boss may be.  I cannot use his shortcomings to excuse my 

unwillingness to fulfill my role.  The one exception to this, as with all roles of subjection, would 

be if he tried to get me to disobey God. 

 Children often think that they are wiser than their parents, but God commands them to 

be in subjection.  “One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all 

gravity” (1 Tim. 2:4).  I will never forget a story that brother Don King told me about a preacher 

of the Gospel in the Philippines.  This man’s daughter was dating a boy who he did not approve 

of and believed would do harm to the church.  The man instructed his daughter to no longer 

see the boy, and she obeyed without hesitation.  How could this be?  She was in subjection. 

 I would like to take some time here to point something out.  As we look through the 

Bible we find an interesting fact: when God deals with our relationship to Him, He deals with 

the head first, but when He deals with our relationship with each other, He deals with the 

subject first, then head; the slave, then master.  I believe that there are two reasons for this: 

God is teaching the one in authority the awesome responsibility of his role, and He is teaching 

the one in subjection that there are no excuses in failing to fulfill his role. 

 With this in mind, I would like to point out a verse that I believe that I did not truly 

understand till now.  “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in 
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the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).  I always looked at this verse and 

interpreted fathers as parents in general, not so.  God gave this command to the father because 

he is the authority figure within the family.  It is similar to the command that Christ gave the 

disciples.  “25And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and 

they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 26But ye shall not be so: but he 

that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth 

serve” (Luke 22:25, 26).  Those in authority positions have a tremendous responsibility not to 

abuse their role.  Fathers should not provoke their children to wrath by abusing their roles 

because they are to teach their children how to be subject to authority.  Most criminals never 

had the proper father – child relationship to teach them subjection to authority.  As a result, 

they are not willing to be subject to the authority of government. 

 The Bible teaches that the wife is to be in subjection to her husband.  “Likewise, ye 

wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 

without the word be won by the conversation of the wives” (1 Peter 3:1).  This relationship may 

be the most controversial of them all today when it comes to subjection, yet it is what God 

commands.  Notice in this verse, however, that the husband is a non-believer.  How could a 

Christian woman be expected to be in subjection to an ungodly man?  Subjection does not 

mean that she loves what he loves, nor gives way to sin.  It does mean that she does not use 

those things as an excuse from following his lead in matters that do not violate God’s word.  

Once she does this, the Bible teaches that she may win her husband to Christ. 

 Finally, we find that the local congregation is to be in subjection to the elders.  “Obey 

them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they 

that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable 

for you” (Hebrews 13:17).  It is God’s plan that the local congregation has men qualified as 

elders to direct it.  Sadly, there is a lack of fulfilling this command in the Church today.  There is 

a lack of men who have striven to be qualified, and a lack of members who desire to have 

qualified men over them. 

 Make no mistake about it; a local congregation having elders is not something that just 

happens.  You must have men who desire and make the commitment to fulfill this office, and 

you must have a congregation that is willing to submit to their authority.  God did not design 

the Church to have a perpetual leadership in which every man can have his say.  He designed it 

to be led by a group of men who are the epitome of what a Christian should be, and who can 

guide it into the direction it needs to go.  

What is this authority that the elders possess?  There are two realms in which authority 

may be administered.  First, there is divine law or the making of laws.  “There is only one 

lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy” (James 4:12).  This realm belongs to Christ alone.  
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Second, there is human judgment – deciding things in agreement with divine law.  This includes 

leading and guiding in harmony with divine law.  In matters of human judgment and decision 

making, the elders are to determine the course the local congregation is to take in fulfilling 

God’s commands.  What is the best and most effective way of doing what God wants the 

Church to do?  As members of the body we are to subject ourselves to the decisions of the 

elders in these matters. 

In conclusion, we have Christ as our ultimate example of how to fill whatever role of 

subjection in which we may find ourselves.   

“5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of God,  

thought in not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and 

took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being 

found in the fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 

even the death of the cross.  9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him 

a name which is above every name: 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11And that every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:5-

11). 

In order to understand this complex text, there are three words that we must define.  The word 

form means the outward expression of the inmost nature.2  The word robbery means a treasure 

to be clutched and retained at all hazards.3  The word fashion means that which is purely 

outward and appeals to the senses.4  This passage clearly teaches us that Jesus is God.  It is His 

nature.  It is who He is.  He has never ceased to be God.  Yet, His glorious state in which He 

existed prior to His incarnation was not something He would hold on to.  Instead, He took on 

humanity and became both God and man. 

 The easiest way for me to wrap my simple mind around this complex truth is to think of 

a King who took off His royal garment whereby he could easily be recognized by his subjects, 

and placed upon himself the clothes of a servant.  He was still king, but he took the appearance 

                                                           
2 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 251. 
 
3 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 489. 
 
4 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 227. 
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of a servant.  After doing such, he leaves his castle and goes out among the subjects, not to 

rule, which is his right, but to serve. 

 If there was ever someone who was smarter than those to whom he subjected himself, 

it was Jesus!  If there was ever someone who was better than those to whom he subjected 

himself, it was Jesus!  If there was ever someone who had the right to be served rather than to 

serve, it was Jesus!  Who am I to think so highly of myself that I refuse to do what my Lord so 

willingly did for me? 

 

 

  


