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The Flood 

By Al Felder 

“3Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 
4and saying, where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 5For this they willingly are ignorant of, 

that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in 

the water: 6Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 7But the 

heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire 

against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8But, beloved, be not ignorant of this 

one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
9The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 

to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10But the 

day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 

great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 

therein shall be burned up. 11Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 

persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12Looking for and hasting unto the 

coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 

elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 

heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (2 Peter 3:3-13) 

 The Flood is a prominent story in the Bible.  Four of the first eleven chapters in the book 

of Genesis are devoted to recording this great event.  In fact, more scripture is devoted to 

recording the flood than to Creation.  Next to Creation, the Flood of Noah’s day is the greatest 

single event in the history of the world. 

 That being said, the Flood is also the single most scrutinized event recorded in the Bible.  

For well over a hundred years the Biblical record of the Flood has been under attack by those 

who advocate the teachings of evolution.  You see, the Flood is a major problem for the 

teachings of evolution.  It is a perfect explanation as to why things are the way that they are 

today.  This cannot be allowed by those who reject God, therefore, they deny that this event 

ever happened and believe that the world continues just as it always has just as Peter stated. 

 The Bible gives us the exact reason for this event. 

“5And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 

the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6And it repented the Lord that he had made 

man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I 

have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the 

fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.” (Genesis 6:5-7) 

If you add up the genealogies given in Genesis 5, you will find that the flood took place 1,656 

years after Creation.  You will also notice that the average age of man during this time was 912 
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years.  Mathematicians say that it is possible for there to have been one billion people on the 

face of the earth due to the long age of man, and the average annual population increase of 

two percent. 

 As man increased over the face of the earth, he became more and more wicked.  In 

Genesis chapters 4 and 5 we read about two of Adam and Eve’s sons who represented two lines 

of men.  Cain and his descendants were wicked, and they represented ungodly men.  Seth and 

his descendants represented those who sought to obey the Lord.  Over the course of time a 

very unfortunate thing begin to happen.  The faithful line of man began to intermarry with the 

wicked line of man.  This lead to wickedness becoming more dominant in the world.  God 

looked down, and decided that enough was enough.  He was going to destroy mankind along 

with all of the creatures He had created. 

 Then, something interesting happens.  “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” 

(Genesis 6:8)  In a world of wickedness, one man found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  Noah had 

remained faithful unto God.  He was an island of righteousness in a sea of iniquity.  He had a 

complete and well-rounded relationship with God. 

 Because of Noah’s faithfulness, God gave a probationary period of 120 years.  “And the 

Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall 

be a hundred and twenty years.” (Genesis 6:3)  It was during this time period that Noah began 

building the ark, and making preparations according to the instructions that God had given him.  

He also preached during this time period.  He warned his fellow man of the coming judgment, 

the need to repent, and once again seek God.  No one listened.  At the time of the flood, Noah 

entered the ark with his family. 

 Not only was Noah and his family on the ark, the Bible states that two of every kind of 

animal were also present.  “19And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou 

bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. 20Of fowls after 

their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two 

of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.” (Genesis 6:19, 20)  As you examine the 

flood account more closely, you will discover that this refers to land dwelling animals.  Still, this 

portion of the flood account has been highly criticized and used as a reason to doubt the 

Biblical account. 

 Many people find it hard to believe that the ark was capable of containing two of every 

kind of animal.  People look around and find it hard to believe that Noah could have fit two of 

every animal that we see today on the ark.  One of the first considerations that we need to 

make is that the Bible is dealing with kinds.  The Biblical kind is a much broader term than our 

modern species.  For example, Noah would not have to take two of every dog species on the 

ark.  He could take a male and female of that kind.  In fact, it is believed that all of the dog 

species that exist today find their origin from the wolf. 
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 Along with the amount of animals, the size of the ark is criticized as well.  It is believed 

that the ark would not have been big enough to house its cargo for a year.  “14Make thee an ark 

of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with 

pitch. 15And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three 

hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.” (Genesis 6:14, 

15)  A cubit is approximately 18 inches, therefore, the ark would have been 450 feet long, 75 

feet wide, and 45 feet high.  These dimensions would mean that the storage space on the ark 

was equivalent to 520 railroad cars. 

 It is believed that Noah took anywhere from 16,000 to 35,000 kinds of animal.  Taking 

the high number, it would mean that there was a total of 70,000 animals on the ark.  Now 

remember, we are only dealing with the land breathing animals, we are dealing with kinds, and 

the variety that exists today did not exist back then.  Recently, advanced physics students at 

Leicester University in England put these figures to the test.  At the conclusion of their research, 

they were surprised to find that 70,000 animals did not exceed the capacity of the ark.1 

 I wholeheartedly believe that the flood happened exactly as the Bible records it.  That 

being the case, there are some things that one would expect to find if such an event really did 

happen.  You see, a world changing event such as the flood would leave behind some evidence.  

I would like to submit for your consideration some of this evidence. 

 First of all, if the world was destroyed by a global flood, then one would expect to find 

mention of it in the societies of man.  You may be surprised to learn that is exactly what is 

found.  Anthropologist who study legends and folklore from ancient cultures have consistently 

found legends that are common to many civilizations.  The most common legend that exists 

between the various ancient civilizations is that of the flood.  In fact, it is reported that there 

are some 500 variations of the flood from ancient civilizations all over the world.2 

 This makes perfect sense with the Biblical account.  “And the whole earth was of one 

language, and of one speech.” (Genesis 11:1)  After the flood, the Bible states that all men lived 

together in one place and spoke the same language.  It was not until God confused the 

languages at the tower of Babel that men began to spread out over the face of the earth.  As 

they went forth to various parts of the world, they carried with them the story of the time that 

the world was destroyed by a flood. 

 The remainder of the evidence that I will present is in regards to the fossil layers.  It is 

because of the fossil layer that man so vehemently opposes the idea of a global flood.  

Evolutionists realize that if an event such as the Biblical flood did take place, it would 

                                                           
1 Brian Thomas, M.S. 2014. About US: Institute for Creation Research. Students Surprised to Find Noah's Ark 
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completely destroy the geological timetable that they have constructed in order to support the 

theory of evolution.  All of their dates of billions and millions of years would not stand, and if 

the evolutionists lose the fossils record, they have nothing to support their theories.  That is 

why the Biblical account of the flood is so key to the discussion of the age of the earth. 

 In the past, evolutionists believed that fossils were formed over a long period of time.  

An often repeated illustration is used showing an animal dying alongside a stream.  Before 

decay begins to occur, the stream overflows covering the animal and burying it in mud.  Over 

time, the bones mineralize and the mud hardens into rock.  This may happen on rare occasions, 

but recent finding show that the majority of fossils were formed as the result of a widespread, 

high intensity process that accomplished in minutes what was believed to have taken a long 

period of time.3 

 This leads us to our second evidence for the flood.  In the event of a global flood, one 

would expect to find evidence of animals rapidly buried.  In fact, there are fossils found in true 

life poses.  There are fossils were one fish is eating another fish, as well as fossils in which 

animals were giving birth.4  All of this points to the fact that they were rapidly buried as the 

result of a catastrophic process. 

 Third, if a global flood took place one would expect to find fossils of sea creatures all 

over the world.  Do you know that is exactly what is found?  Fossils of marine life are found in 

every environment on the planet.  Limestone beds containing marine fossils are found in the 

Himalayas some 30,000 feet above sea level.5  Marine fossils are also found in places such as 

the Grand Canyon, desert valleys, and underneath rolling plains.  The only explanation for this is 

that the ocean waters flooded the continents at some point in the past. 

 Fourth, if a global flood took place one would expect to find rapidly deposited sediment 

layers spread across vast areas.  In fact, on every continent sedimentary rock layers are found 

covering vast areas of land.  In some cases, the same sedimentary rock layer is found on 

multiple continents containing the same types of fossils.6   

 If, as evolutions claim, these rock layers took millions of years to form, we would expect 

to find examples of weathering or erosion between these layers.  In other words, the 

boundaries between these layers would be broken if they formed over millions of years as the 

effects of weathering and erosion took place.  Instead, the boundaries between the rock layers 

                                                           
3 Ham, Ken. 2011. The New Answers Book 3. Green Forest, AR : Master Books, 2011. p. 93. 
 
4 —. 2011. The New Answers Book 3. Green Forest, AR : Master Books, 2011. p. 94. 
 
5 —. 2011. The New Answers Book 3. Green Forest, AR : Master Books, 2011. p. 284. 
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are flat and featureless.  This is consistent with a global flood in which the various layers of 

sediment were laid down in rapid succession within a year’s time. 

 The flood marks the end of a world of transcendent beauty, created by God as a perfect 

abode for man, and the beginning of a new world, a world that is a mere shadow of its original 

glory.  Not only do the scriptures indicate this, the fossil record does as well.  The fossil records 

indicate that at one time the earth possessed a warm climate.  The African desert and the Gobi 

Desert of China contain fossils of plants and manmade tools indicating that they were once 

covered with luxuriant vegetation and inhabited by man.  The Arctic Islands, north of Siberia, 

are densely packed with the remains of elephants and other mammals, along with dense 

tangles of fossil trees and assorted plants.7 

 With this globally warm climate, there would have been no battle of frontal climates 

causing violent storms.  In fact, the scriptures indicate that until the time of the flood there had 

not been so much as a rain storm upon the face of the earth.  “By faith Noah, being warned of 

God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house” 

(Heb. 11:7).  The scriptures further teach that God had a different system at this time for 

watering the earth.  “5And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of 

the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was 

not a man to till the ground. 6But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole 

face of the ground” (Gen. 2:5, 6).  This mist from the ground gave all plants the necessary water 

for survival. 

 In fact, as you consider many of the catastrophic natural events that we are used to 

seeing today, such as volcanic activity, earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, etc.; they would not 

have existed in the world prior to the flood.  These natural events are remnants of the 

judgment that God placed on the world as a result of man’s sin.  They are reminders that He 

will once again judge the world.  “6Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with 

water, perished: 7But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in 

store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” (2 Peter 

3:6, 7)  When God brings His final judgment upon the world, will you find grace in the eyes of 

the Lord like Noah or will you find condemnation like the countless mass destroyed in the 

flood? 
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