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The Origin and Mission of Satan 

By Al Felder 

 

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from 

the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 

lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 8:44) 

 The Devil is a real being.  He is not the creation of some movie director in Hollywood nor 

was he thought up by an author of some fiction book.  He is real and he is evil.  Jesus states that 

the devil was a murderer from the beginning, and that the truth does not exist in him.  Yet, as 

we read these words questions arise in our minds.  Who is this villain?  Where did he come 

from?  How long has he existed?  Has he always been evil?  What is his purpose, and how does 

he accomplish it?  We are going to seek to answer these questions from the word of God as we 

consider the origin and mission of Satan. 

 One thing that we must realize is that only God is eternal.  “16For by him were all things 

created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 

or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17And he 

is before all things, and by him all things consist.” (Col. 1:16, 17)  The Bible makes it clear that 

God created all things.  Before there was time and space, only God existed.  He and He alone is 

eternal without beginning and without ending.  He is the creator of all things. 

 God is not only the creator of the world and stars that we can see, He is also the creator 

of the things that we cannot see.  There is a spiritual realm that is not visible to us as we dwell 

upon this earth.  We have the heavens, along with the heavenly host, and the holding place for 

those who have died.  This is known as the hadean realm which consists of Abraham’s bosom 

and tartarus, or torments, according to Luke 16. 

 The angels are a part of this invisible creation of God.  “2Praise ye him, all his angels: 

praise ye him, all his hosts. 5Let them praise the name of the Lord: for he commanded, and they 

were created.” (Psalm 148:2, 5)  In this Psalm we read of a series of things that God created.  In 

this list we find the angels.  Angels are immortal, meaning they cannot die, but they are not 

eternal.  Unlike God, the angels do have a beginning.  Like man, and all other parts of God’s 

creation, the angels were made for the glory and honor of God. 

 Exactly when were the angels created?  The Bible gives us a clue in the book of Job.  

“6Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? Or who laid the corner stone thereof; 
7when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:6, 7)  

In this passage of scripture, God is recounting the creation event to Job.  In the beginning only 

God existed as we have pointed out.  However, by the time that he began to form the earth we 

find that the angels existed and shouted for joy. 
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 As we turn our attention back to the creation account in Genesis we can come to a 

conclusion as to when the angels were created.  

“1In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2And the earth was without form, and 

void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 

the waters. 3And God said, Let there be light; and there was light. 4And God saw the light, that it 

was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5And God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 6And God said, Let 

there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 7And 

God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the 

waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 8And God called the firmament Heaven. 

And the evening and the morning were the second day. 9And God said, Let the waters under the 

heaven be gathered unto one place and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 10And God called 

the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas: and God saw that it 

was good. 11And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit 

tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth, and it was so. 12And the 

earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose 

seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 13And the evening and the morning 

were the third day.” (Genesis 1:1-13) 

According to the creation account, God created the earth and heaven upon the first day.  The 

Bible tells us that the earth was void and without form.  On the second day, God created the 

earth’s atmosphere.  On the third day, God formed the seas and the dry land.  When we 

compare these events with the passage of Job, it is clear that God created the angels 

somewhere within the first three days.  Within the book of Job it is stated that the angels 

shouted for joy when God laid the foundations of the earth.  This could either refer to the 

events of the first day or the third day when God created the dry land. 

 Satan was among this heavenly host in the beginning.  Yes, the devil himself once 

shouted for joy with his fellow angels as they marveled at the creative works of God.  In fact, we 

find a very telling passage of scripture describing the end of God’s creative work.  “And God saw 

everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning 

were the sixth day.” (Genesis 1:31)  Upon the sixth day, God finished His creation both the 

visible and the invisible.  He had made everything that He intended to make, and He said that it 

was very good.  At this time there was no evil, no rebellion, no sin – everything was good.   

 After the first week of creation, however, something happened.  “For if God spared not 

the angels that sinned, but cast then down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, 

to be reserved unto judgment.” (2 Peter 2:4)  “And the angels which kept not their first estate, 

but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the 

judgment of the great day.” (Jude 6)  According to these passages of scripture it can be 

determined that a revolt took place.  For whatever reason, a certain segment of the angels 

rebelled against God and were cast down by the Almighty. 
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 As we consider these things, it is clear that God created the angels with the freedom of 

choice.  They were free to fear and serve Him, or rebel as some did.  God did not create 

anything that was not good, but He did create both angels and man with the ability to choose.  

If they choose evil rather than good, that is no reflection upon God.  It is simply a rebellion 

against Him.   

 Time and time again the Bible refers to Satan as the leader of the angels who rebelled 

against God.  Why did Satan and the other angels’ rebel?  “Not a novice, lest being lifted up with 

pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.” (1 Tim. 3:6)  In this passage of scripture the 

qualifications for an elder are given.  Within these qualifications we find that a man is not to be 

a novice or new convert.1  The Bible teaches that such an appointment could cause a man to 

become prideful, and to think more of himself than he should.  The scriptures teach that such a 

man runs the risk of falling into the condemnation of the devil.  Basically, this passage is 

teaching that this man may fall in the same manner that the devil did. 

 The root of all sin in both man and angels is pride.  It is the refusal to submit to God’s 

will as revealed through His Word.  This thought really sheds a different light on the words of 

Jesus.  “But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade 

thee cometh, he may say unto thee, friend go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the 

presence of them that sit at meat with thee.” (Luke 14:10)  There is a lot to be said for humility.  

Every man and woman should have a proper view of themselves according to the scriptures lest 

they become prideful and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

 Satan and the other angels were not content with the role that God had given them.  

The Bible says that they chose not to keep their first estate.  Satan and his devils challenged 

God and lost.  It did not matter what battle plan he adopted or how many angels he had 

following him, Satan lost and he was cast down. 

 His rebellion gained him nothing and cost him everything.  “For verily he took not on him 

the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.” (Hebrews 2:16)  In this verse 

the Bible points out the fact that Jesus became a man in order to bring about the plan of 

redemption for mankind.  This is not something that He did for the angels.  There is no plan of 

redemption for Satan and his devils.  I believe that there are two possible explanations for this.  

One, Satan and the devils rebelled on their own.  They did not have anyone tempting them as 

Satan tempted Eve in the garden.  Second, their position and rank in closeness to God may be 

grounds for no plan of salvation.  Whatever the reason, their fate is sealed. 

 Satan, although defeated, is determined not to go quietly.  In his rage he set his face 

against all that is righteous and holy.  He desires to strike back, but God is too great and 

powerful.  Who could he exact his revenge upon?  Man is Satan’s target.  Satan seeks to get his 

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 436. 
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revenge against God by attaching God’s master creation.  Out of all of creation, only man was 

made in the image of God.  Satan, in his war against God, will stop at nothing.  He seeks the 

complete spiritual annihilation of all mankind. 

 After his defeat, Satan immediately turned his attention to man.  “Now the serpent was 

more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the 

woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” (Genesis 3:1)  As we 

begin to notice this event, keep in mind that Satan despises everything that has to do with God.  

He hates God and God’s order.  In fact, the Bible tells us that Satan and the other angels chose 

not to keep their first estate.  They rebelled against God’s order. 

 As we look at the garden scene, we find that Satan’s first goal was to take God’s order 

and turn it upside down.  “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 

and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” (Genesis 

1:26)  “But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the 

woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.” (1 Cor. 11:3)  According to God’s established 

order, the man is the head of the woman and both man and woman have dominion over the 

rest of creation.  Man’s headship over woman is based upon the order of creation.  “For the 

man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.” (1 Cor. 11:8)  Man and woman’s 

dominion over creation is based upon the fact that they are created in the image of God. 

 Man is to be the spiritual leader of the family unit.  God has given him the authority for 

this task.  Both man and woman have dominion over creation.  Satan turns this upside down by 

using a beast of the field, a serpent, to tempt the woman.  He engages the woman and 

provokes her into taking the lead for the family while the man stands idly in silence.   

 Does Satan still use this tactic today?  Absolutely!  Satan still uses this same tactic today 

and he enjoys great success with it.  Today, the life of an animal is valued more than the life of 

an unborn child.  Through the teaching of evolution and other theories of man, we are told that 

we are no different from the beasts of the field.  In fact, the idea is widely promoted that man 

originated from these creatures.  Man is not made in the image of God, he is just an animal.  

Also, the home is in disarray today.  There is a constant attack against God’s structure for the 

home.  People believe that it is out of date today.  They say that such beliefs do more harm 

than good, and that everyone should be allowed to do as they please.  Yet, we wonder why 

there are so many divorces, murders, and ills of society today.  Satan is having great success at 

convincing man to reject God’s order, and the only other alternative is chaos. 

 Notice again what Satan is doing in this encounter.  He engages the woman by saying, 

“Did God say?”  He is seeking to get the woman to doubt God’s word.  Surely, God did not say 

what you think he did.  You have a misunderstanding of His word.  The Bible doesn’t teach that.  

We’ve never heard that have we?  Everybody accepts the word of God today!  If only that were 

true.  Instead, people cast doubt upon God’s word today.   
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 The words of Jesus are called into question.  “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 

saved: but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16)  Did Jesus really say you had to 

be baptized in order to be saved?  That’s ridiculous!  Who heard of such a thing?  That must be 

an error!  This passage shouldn’t even be in the Bible!  Yet, it is in the Bible.  Not only is this 

verse in the Bible, every case of conversion within the book of Acts concludes with the sinner 

being baptized into Christ for the remission of sins.  Satan doesn’t want you to believe that 

though, so he says, “Did God really say?” 

 Next, Satan encourages the woman to believe that God cannot do what He said.  “And 

the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.” (Genesis 3:4)  God was mistaken!  You 

will not die!  Satan uses the same tactics today in order to convince man that God cannot do 

what he said.  “And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, 

all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.” (2 Peter 3:4)  Satan has 

convinced many today that God is not coming back.  In fact, the first part of Genesis is just a 

myth.  That’s not how you really got here.  There is no such thing as sin, and there will be no 

judgment. 

 Finally, Satan gets the woman to question the character of God.  “For God doth know 

that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 

good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5)  In other words, Satan told the woman that God was really trying 

to keep her from something that would benefit her.  God knows that when you eat this fruit 

you will be like Him, and He is trying to keep you from that.  Today, Satan convinces people all 

of the time that God’s commands are bad for them.  He seeks to stir the emotions within an 

individual in order to get them to question God’s commands and then reject them.  Have you 

ever found a command in the Bible offensive?  Have those feeling led you to reject that 

command?  Like Eve, have you succumbed to the Devil’s temptation that God is trying to keep 

you from something good?  Do you believe that His commands are too strict, and should 

therefore be ignored? 

 Satan is referred to as the god of this world.  “In whom the god of this world hath 

blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 

the image of God, should shine unto them.” (2 Cor. 4:4)  Satan yields considerable power.  “And 

the devil said unto him, all this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered 

unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.” (Luke 4:6)  When Satan tempted Christ he told Him 

that all of the kingdoms of this world belonged to him.  He could give their power to whomever 

he chose.  Notice that Jesus did not deny Satan’s claim. 

 There is something very important for us to realize, however.  The kingdoms of this 

world were delivered unto Satan.  In other words, he can only do what God allows him to do.  

This can be clearly seen within the book of Job.  “And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that 

he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from 

the presence of the Lord.” (Job 1:12)  Satan afflicted Job, but he could only do what God allowed 

him to do.  Job more than any other book displays Satan in his role as the accuser of man.  He 
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makes the argument that man will not serve God simply because He is.  Job proved Satan 

wrong.  In fact, it is for this very reason that God allows temptations.  “That the trial of your 

faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might 

be found unto the praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” (Peter 1:7)  The 

testing of our faith serves the purpose of preparing us for eternity. 

 Satan uses his powers to tempt man.  Throughout the New Testament Satan is said to 

instigate false doctrine, blind men to the truth, sow tares among God’s people, steal the Word 

of God from human hearts, and lay snares for men.  “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 

5:9)  Satan has many devices that he uses to deceive the hearts and minds of man.  As Christ 

said, Satan is a liar and a murderer.  If we succumb to his temptation he will slay us. 

 In conclusion, Satan is a very real enemy who will do everything in his power to cause 

you and me to be lost.   

“11Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12For we wrestle no against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13Wherefore 

take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand. 14Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having 

on the breastplate of righteousness; 15And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 

peace; 16Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench the fiery darts 

of the wicked. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

of God: 18Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 

with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” (Eph. 6:11-18) 

God has given His people the mighty weapons of His word and prayer.  Two things that the devil 

cannot stand against.  However, we must be skilled and trained.  If we are not prepared the 

devil will win.  We give him an advantage when we fail to use the tools that God has given us.  

Satan is master of the half-truth, and he can disguise his tactics in many ways.  Like the snake 

he used in the garden, Satan is content to lie still and wait till he can strike at a time in which 

you least expect in order to inject his venom.  

  


