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When Jesus is My All in All! 

By Al Felder 

“1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. 2Set your affections on the things above, not on things on the earth. 3For ye 

are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 

shall ye also appear with him in glory. 5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 

earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, 

which is idolatry: 6For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 

disobedience: 7In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 8But now ye also 

put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9Lie 

not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10And have put on 

the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11Where 

there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 

free: but Christ is all, and in all. 12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 

of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering: 13Forbearing one another, 

and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so 

also do ye. 14And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 15And 

let the peace of God rule your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 

thankful.” (Colossians 3:1-15)  

 Jesus once asked His disciples a very important question.  “Whom do men say that I the 

Son of man am?” (Matt. 16:13)  This question began a discussion between Christ and His 

disciples which led to Peter making the good confession that Jesus is indeed the Son of God.  

This is a question that needs to be asked still today. 

 As Christians, we must constantly seek to answer the question, “Who is Jesus to me?”  

Does he have the pre-imminence in my life?  These are not questions that can be taken lightly.  

These are questions with eternal implications.  The destiny of our souls depends upon the place 

that we give Jesus in our life.  As our Savior and Lord He is to be our all in all. 

 When Jesus is my all in all then my desire and focus will be to please Him.  This, of 

course, is conditioned upon my obedience to the Gospel.  In order for my desire and focus to be 

pleasing Jesus, I must first have been raised with Him.  There is only one way that this can occur 

according to the word of God. 

“11In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 

body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 12Buried with him in baptism, wherein 

also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from 

the dead. 13And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.” (Colossians 2:11-13) 
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The Bible makes it clear that through baptism I am buried with Christ.  It is at this point that I 

am brought into His death where I gain access to His blood.  Through this process the old man 

dies, and a new man is born.  As I am raised from the water, I am raised with Christ having been 

forgiven of my sins. 

 As part of my desire to please Jesus I must whole-heartedly seek the things of God.  

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath 

found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.” 

(Matt. 13:44)  How important are godly things to you?  Are you willing to give all that you have 

when it comes to serving God?  It will take nothing less than all of your time, talent, and 

possession to serve God.  Are you prepared to give it? 

 Too often we fail to set our affections on things above.  Instead we become consumed 

with the things of this world.  We become guilty of the sin of being too busy.  We’re too busy 

with work, we’re too busy with recreation, we’re too busy with this, and we’re too busy with 

that.  We become short sighted focusing only on the here and now while the cares and 

pleasures of this world choke the word out of our life. 

 From this day forward, you and I can determine what is important in our life.  We can 

chose what we value and what we love.  We can establish our priorities.  We can seek those 

things which are above. 

 Because of our obedience to the Gospel of Christ, we are dead to the world.  When we 

were baptized into Christ we became dead to the world and alive to God.  On that day we said, 

“Lord, I’ll do whatever you want me to do and I’ll quit doing the things you don’t want me to 

do.”  As a result, our life is now in Him. 

 You see, when we set our affections on things above we are longing for and preparing 

for our eternal life.  “1Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 

should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:1, 

2)  When Jesus returns, we will see our new life.  All of the service and labor will be revealed for 

what it truly is. 

 When Christ comes back our bodies will be changed to something that is more 

powerful, glorious, and immortal.  All the years of age, disease, wear, and tear on our bodies 

will disappear.  Those who cannot walk will run, those who cannot see will be given sight, those 

who cannot talk will sing because when Jesus appears we will be like Him.  At that time God’s 

great work that He began in us will be seen for all its glory and all heartache, pain, and suffering 

will be over. 

 When Jesus is my all in all I will put off the deeds of the old man.  If we as Christians are 

not careful old sinful habits that we once engaged in can once again become a part of our life.  
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Instead of allowing this to happen the Bible says that we are to mortify these sinful habits.  In 

other words, we are to put them to death.1   

 Dealing with sin in our life is a serious matter.  It is so serious that the Bible teaches in 

this verse that it is to be immediate.  There is no gradual tapering off when it comes to sin.  Sin 

must be dealt with and removed instantly.  This may require us to make some changes in our 

life.   

Some of these changes may be major depending on the sin.  Jesus makes this point in 

His sermon of the mount.  “And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for 

it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body 

should be cast into hell.” (Matt. 5:30)  When it comes to our eternal destiny there shouldn’t be 

any change that we are unwilling to make.  We need to locate whatever it is in our life that is 

tempting us to sin and remove it.  This could mean that we need to change our job, severe ties 

with a friend whose influence is not good, or we may need to get rid of some possession such 

as television.  The point is that we need to remove all sources of temptation from our life that 

are leading us to continually engage in sin. 

There are two lists of sins given in this passage of scripture.  The first list deals with our 

internal thoughts and struggles.  We don’t necessarily have to do something to another person 

to become guilty of these sins.  These are sins that we can commit through our thoughts and 

heart.  The second group of sins involves our actions towards other people.  These are things 

that we do toward someone. 

Included in the first list we have fornication.  The definition for this word is illicit sexual 

intercourse.2  This sin includes anything sexually that occurs outside of the relationship 

between a husband and wife as ordained by God.  The next sin in the list is uncleanness.  This 

word mean impure.3  “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of 

their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves.” (Rom. 1:24)  Basically, this 

is a state of mind that delights in sinful behavior.  This is becoming dominant in our society 

today through the celebration of sinful lifestyles. 

An inordinate affection is a passionate desire.  “For this cause God gave them up unto 

vile affections: for even the women did change the natural use into that which is against 

                                                           
1 Vine, W. E. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1996. p. 417. 
 
2 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 252. 
 
3 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 649. 
 



4 | P a g e  
 

nature.” (Rom. 1:26)  In this verse it is used in reference to perversion.  Evil concupiscence is 

lust.  It is a desire for forbidden things. 

 At the end of the first list is covetousness which is also referred to as idolatry.  This is a 

greedy desire to have more.  This sin seeks to find happiness in the things of this world.  It is 

referred to as idolatry because we seek these things above God.  We give these desires the 

number one spot in our life and do whatever we have to do in order to fulfill them. 

 These sins go unchecked by the laws of man.  God’s law goes beyond the laws of man.  

It seeks to get at the very heart of an individual.  If, however, we ignore God’s warning we 

become subject to His wrath.  Too often we don’t think about the wrath of God, but we should.  

“For our God is a consuming fire.” (Hebrews 12:29)  God’s wrath is a result of His holiness.  He is 

one who dwells apart from all sin.  Sin has no place in His presence, and it will be consumed 

along with those who engage in it. 

 In the second list we have anger.  This is a slow building emotion that leads one to plot, 

and plan revenge against another person.  Wrath is sudden emotion.  This is when a person 

loses self-control and says or does things that hurt others.  Malice is a desire to hurt other 

people.  Blasphemy is railing.  This is speech that seeks to hurt someone whether it be things 

said in a heated argument, or slander in an attempt to ruin a person’s reputation.  Filthy 

communication consists of a range of speech.  Anything from cursing to perversion can be 

included in this sin.  Although our society glorifies itself in freedom of speech, there are some 

things that should not be said according to God’s word. 

 As we end the deeds of the old man, lying is the last sin mentioned.  As Christians we 

should not seek to deceive or mislead anyone in any matter.  A Christian should be known as 

someone who is trustworthy and honest.  When Jesus is truly my all in all, I will seek to remove 

these sins from my life. 

 When Jesus is my all in all, I will put on the deeds of the new man.  In order to do this I 

must be renewed in knowledge.  “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God.” (Rom. 12:2)  I have to change the way that I think through the study of God’s word. 

 Like many other things, man’s science is just now catching up to what God’s word 

revealed long ago.  For years, scientists have believed that the human brain was fixed and 

unchangeable.  Recent research, however, has shown that the brain can be rewired to change 

its structure and function.  Scientists call this neuroplasticity.   

 Once we remove the world’s garbage from our life we can begin the process of 

renewing our mind.  We read and study the word of God in order to change our way of 

thinking.  Through this process we become more Christ like. 

 In renewing our minds according to the word of God, we no longer look at things the 

way that the world does.  Things that may separate people in this world such as social status, 
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skin color, or nationality do not separate people in Christ.  For those who have submitted 

themselves to Christ, He is all and in all.  Instead of seeing someone different from us externally 

and allowing that to determine how we treat them, we look beyond those things and see the 

common bond that we share in Christ.  This, then, becomes the basis for how we treat 

someone. 

 Once we remove sin from our life we have to replace it with something.  The Bible gives 

us a list of qualities that we are to add to our life.  The first is bowels of mercies.  This means 

tender mercy or compassion.4  This is what causes you to help someone who is in need. 

 Next we have kindness.  This is goodness.  It is the virtue that causes us to act right in 

our dealings with other people.  We are to also put on humbleness of mind.  This is humility.  

When we attain this virtue we realize our dependence on God for all things.  After this we have 

meekness.  This is a virtue of self-control and submission to authority.  In particular, it is 

submission to God’s authority.  This causes me to respond to situations in a way that is pleasing 

to God.  Instead of giving in to wrath, I control myself. 

 I am going to lump together the last few deeds of the new man that we are to put on.  

They are longsuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another.  Longsuffering 

means patience and it is manifested in our ability to forbear and forgive one another.  These 

are things that we are to do graciously and in abundance. 

 This is how we tolerate one another, or put up with one another.  These virtues come 

into play when someone has gotten on our last nerve.  We may view this person as too needy 

or too dependent.  Maybe we don’t want to forgive someone for a wrong that they have done 

towards us.  These virtues are most closely associated with the longsuffering of God.  “The Lord 

is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-

ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)  

The point is that we try to develop the same attitude toward one another that God has toward 

us. 

 In closing, when Jesus is my all in all my new life is far different from my old life.  I 

submit myself to Jesus’ authority in everything I do and say.  Jesus has the pre-eminence in my 

life and it is demonstrated through my actions.  As brother Lynwood Smith once put it in song, 

“He is my song the whole day long, upon Him daily I can lean, He is my alpha, omega, and my all 

in between, He is my all in all.” 

  

        

                                                           
4 —. 1996. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN : Thomas Nelson, 
Inc., 1996. p. 76. 
 


